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These four properties thus fundamentally separate unmediated publics from 
networked publics: 

1. Persistence: Unlike the ephemeral quality of speech in unmediated publics, 
networked communications are recorded for posterity. This enables 
asynchronous communication but it also extends the period of existence of 
any speech act. 

2. Searchability: Because expressions are recorded and identity is established 
through text, search and discovery tools help people find like minds. While 
people cannot currently acquire the geographical coordinates of any person 
in unmediated spaces, finding one’s digital body online is just a matter of 
keystrokes. 

3. Replicability: Hearsay can be deflected as misinterpretation, but networked 



public expressions can be copied from one place to another verbatim such 
that there is no way to distinguish the “original” from the “copy.” 26 

4. Invisible audiences: While we can visually detect most people who can 
overhear our speech in unmediated spaces, it is virtually impossible to 
ascertain all those who might run across our expressions in networked 
publics. This is further complicated by the other three properties, since our 
expression may be heard at a different time and place from when and where 
we originally spoke. 
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